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What is EXIF?
Exchangeable image file format

created by the Japan Electronic Industries Development Association

latest version 2.2 dated April 2002

not currently a standard

use by camera manufacturers is nearly universal

It is a specification for the image file format with the 
addition of specific metadata tags such as:

Date and time information

Camera settings

A thumbnail for previewing 

Descriptions and copyright information

Adapted from:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exif

EXIF is a mash-up of 

TIFF and JPEG; most 

manufacturers include 

the tags into their raw.
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Tags I find most 

useful/interesting

Camera Make/Model

Original Date & Time

Exposure Time

F-Stop

ISO

Focal Length

Focal Length 35mm (some cameras)
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Recommendation: 

go to your original

EXIF data fields do not always go with the 

image…

File � Save as…

Sometimes missing or no fields

Note: my research only includes 

jpeg and raw formats.  I cannot 

answer whether these techniques 

work on TIFF, DNG or other 

formats.
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Windows Explorer (JPEG only)

Right click 

on image, 

mouse down 

and click 

properties
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Windows Explorer (JPEG only)
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MAC (JPEG only, I think)

On Mac OS X 10.4 and above, EXIF 

information may be viewed in the Finder by 

doing Get Info on a file and expanding the 

More Info section.
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Photoshop CS4
This should work similarly in Elements, on Windows or MAC and on

any image format PS will open.
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Irfanview JPEG and “selected” 

raw with optional 

download

http://www.irfanview.com/
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Picassa

http://picasa.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?hl=en-uk&answer=19612
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Simple EXIF Viewer 

for Mac OS X

http://homepage.mac.com/aozer/EV/
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Why do you care?

You can examine blurred / sharp backgrounds 
in different shots to evaluate DoF.

You can examine “shake” blur shots to 
determine your hand held capability.

You can evaluate the focal lengths you use 
when thinking about a new lens.

You can report the values at club meetings or 
when entering contests.


